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Contentious politics involve groups of people engaged in collective action to bring about or resist 
social change. Contentious actors challenge authorities or other elites. To my mind, contentious 
politics constitute one of the most fascinating and important aspects of politics. The stakes for those 
involved often are high. Injustice wears people down and challenging it never is easy or 
simple. Moreover, injustice often is not self-evident; convincing others that a particular situation is 
unjust may require considerable thought and some good luck.  
 
Participants in contentious politics make decisions about how they will organize, the kinds of goals 
they will seek, and the nature of tactics they will employ. Research on contentious politics and social 
movements addresses these issues as well as the political contexts of movements and the conditions 
under which individuals choose to participate in them.  
 
Our study of this research will involve considerable reading and writing. In addition to assigned 
reading, you might consult Mobilizing Ideas, an online source that reviews both contentious politics 
research and its practical implications. Participation in this class is not an endeavor for the faint of 
heart. Sustained participation in contentious politics requires commitment. Our study cannot match 
that commitment but the subject deserves our best effort. 
 
Texts 
Munson, Ziad W. 2008. The Making of Pro-Life Activists: How Social Movement Mobilization Works. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press.   
Nicholls, Walter J. 2013. The Dreamers: How the Undocumented Youth Movement Transformed the 

Immigrant Rights Debate. Palo Alto: Stanford University Press. 
Tarrow, Sidney. 2011. Third Edition. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
Grades and Requirements 
Grades are a source of unpleasantness and ambivalence for me. I am not at all sure of their value; 
their assignment often reveals a gulf in understanding between students and me. But assigning 
grades is part of my job and I am committed to doing it with integrity. Thus I do my best to assign 
letter grades that reflect the quality of students' work. In my experience, some of that work is 
excellent; some is good; much of it is fair; and some is indeed poor. For the purpose of calculating 

mailto:salazard@wwu.edu
http://www.wwu.edu/faculty/salazar/
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/
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course grades, each assignment will be weighted according to the table below.   
 
Regarding all written assignments: please submit them on paper, printed on both sides of each page. 
For the various iterations of your research paper, please include a list of references. Though no title 
page is necessary, a substantive title is essential. 
 

  
Assignment/(Due Date) 

 
Percent of Grade  

Research Paper (case description) 
(1/22, 2 PM) 

10  

Research Paper (preliminary draft) 
(2/26, 2 PM) 

10   

Research Paper (final draft) 
(3/11, 2 PM) 

35   

Peer Reviews 
(3/3, 2 PM) 

10   

Class Participation 10 

Final Examination 
(3/16, 8 AM) 

25  

 
Participation 
Students play a major role in the success of upper-level courses. Classroom discussions provide 
opportunity for students to learn from others' understanding of particular texts. These discussions 
also allow me to gauge how well students understand the reading and the extent to which my 
lectures should review or extend particular readings. For these reasons it is crucial that students 
come to class having read the texts assigned for the day. Students who are not prepared to take on 
significant reading and participation assignments should not enroll in this course. 
 
Participation grades will reflect regular attendance, timely submission of empirical propositions (see 
below), and the quality of contributions to class discussion. I will not formally monitor attendance 
but will, on randomly selected dates, assign in-class projects that are due at the end of class; these 
projects will be part of participation grades.  
 
The following is offered as a general set of guidelines and should not be seen as a promise of any 
particular grade. Other things being equal, timely submission of empirical propositions, regular 
attendance, and occasional questions/comments related to course reading will merit a grade in the 
range from C to B. Participation characterized by timely submission of empirical propositions that 
demonstrate increasing analytical sophistication, regular attendance, and specific questions about 
the reading that lead to clarification of concepts and arguments presented by the authors will 
generally merit a grade of B+. Students who go beyond this level to extend particular ideas from the 
reading and grapple with broader issues in politics will merit grades in the A range.  
  
Empirical Propositions (Hypotheses) 

/../../Users/salazard/Desktop/guidelines.html
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During the first five weeks of the quarter, students should come to each class session with a typed, 
single-spaced page presenting one empirical proposition from each of the chapters/articles assigned 
for the day. To construct an empirical proposition or hypothesis, rewrite an author’s claim as a 
tentative if/then statement. Each proposition should be accompanied by a relevant quoted passage 
from the reading (with page number) and a short paragraph explaining the reasoning the author uses 
to support the claim. An example: if technology advances to facilitate communication across greater 
spaces, then the geographic range of social movements will likely expand. Another example: if the 
state has the capacity to repress, then movements are unlikely to engage in violence. We will review 
and share these propositions in class. 
 
Empirical propositions are due at the beginning of class. Late propositions will not be accepted. 
 
Writing 
Because this course is designated writing proficiency, we will devote particular attention to 
improving the quality of your writing. We will take some class time to discuss common challenges in 
writing. In advance of those discussions, I offer the following suggestions regarding writing. First, use 
words economically. If a word, sentence, or paragraph is not essential to your analysis, omit 
it. Second, organize your effort by constructing an outline before you write. An outline will help to 
discipline your analysis. Third, do not submit your first draft; few of us are sufficiently talented to 
inflict our first drafts on others (I do not ask others to read my first drafts and I decline to read the 
first drafts of my closest colleagues). Plan your schedule so that you have sufficient time to complete 
a draft of each assignment and then return to it at least a day later. Re-read it and revise to ensure 
clarity. Fourth, consider your audience. For this course, you may assume an audience of political 
science students who have not studied contentious politics. You should demonstrate your regard for 
that audience by presenting clear explanations that do not unduly tax your readers’ patience. Fifth, 
for all assignments, be sure to cite all sources and append a list of references; please use 
parenthetical citation as described in the APSA style booklet (you can find an online version 
here). You may also use Power in Movement as a model for citation. Within the text, cite the author 
and date for ideas that are not your own and for facts that are not common knowledge. When you 
quote or paraphrase a very specific claim, cite the page number on which the relevant passage may 
be found. Try to paraphrase when possible, avoiding extended quotations. Finally, there are rules or 
conventions of grammar, punctuation, citation, and syntax. Please follow these rules. 
 
For further discussion of grammar and style, you may wish to consult Jack Lynch’s, Guide to Grammar 
and Style, and William Strunk and E.B. White’s, The Elements of Style. The latter is available in most 
bookstores.  
 
Research Paper 
During the second half of this year, people all over the world have engaged in sustained, collective 
challenges to policies of their governments. Prominent examples of sustained contention include 
India, Hong Kong, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Colombia, Chile, Bolivia, France. Some of these protests have 
received more attention than others but all have involved organized groups engaged in sustained 
challenges to their governments. Your assignment is to select one of these cases and write a research 
paper about it. If you would like to write your paper on a different contemporary case, you should 
discuss it with me. You will complete your research paper in a three-step process: description of your 
case, preliminary (not first) draft, final draft. 
 
Case Description (due 22 January) 

https://mk0apsaconnectbvy6p6.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/43/2018/11/Style-Manual-for-Political-Science-2018.pdf
http://jacklynch.net/Writing/
http://jacklynch.net/Writing/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/20/india-largest-protests-in-decades-signal-modi-may-have-gone-too-far
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/12/16/hong-kongs-protest-movement-and-the-fight-for-the-citys-soul
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50293636
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50584123
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/01/world/middleeast/iran-protests-deaths.html
https://www.pri.org/stories/2019-12-03/how-one-protester-s-death-colombian-riot-police-polarized-movement
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/as-protests-rock-chile-the-people-consider-rewriting-pinochets-constitution
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/27/world/americas/evo-morales-bolivia-coca.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/05/anti-macron-protests-held-in-france-with-strikes-set-to-continue
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Read as much as you can about each case to discern which interest you. Also assess the availability of 
information about each. After selecting your case, you should prepare a description (4-6 pages). Your 
case description should identify the actors involved, the purposes and identities they share, the 
tactics they have used, authorities’ response(s), and any outcomes of contention. You should 
organize your paper in a logical manner. It should not read as a series of answers to disconnected 
questions. These papers will comprise a section of your research papers. 
 
Preliminary Draft (due 26 February) 
After you have selected your case, you should begin to think about the hypothesis you would like to 
test. As you prepare empirical propositions for class each day, reflect on whether any of them offers 
a relevant hypothesis. That is, consider whether your case would provide information necessary to 
evaluate the hypothesis. While you will not formally test your hypothesis with a single case study, 
you should be able to assess whether your case is consistent with the hypothesis. Power in 
Movement and the journal articles we will read offer numerous hypotheses that might orient your 
research.  
 
These articles also provide models for the organization of your research papers. Typically such papers 
begin by describing either the conceptual or empirical context of the case. They then frame a 
research question (the interrogative form of your hypothesis) and review previous research that is 
related to your question. This review should lead to the statement of the hypothesis followed by the 
presentation and evaluation of evidence (results). You should conclude by explaining how your 
research has added to our understanding of contentious politics, the limitations of your study, and 
how future research might address remaining puzzles/questions. 
 
Research papers should range from nine to twelve pages. Drafts should be complete, well written, 
and reflect your knowledge of both the case and relevant research. 
  
Final Draft (due 11 March) 
After submitting your preliminary draft, you will have the opportunity to revise in response to 
comments from me and a team of your peers. To facilitate peer review, students will be assigned to 
teams of three. On 26 February by 2 PM, you will distribute a preliminary (not first) draft of your 
research paper to me and to the members of your peer review team. Though you may arrange to 
distribute electronic copies of your paper to your group members, I will accept only paper copies. 
Group members will return the draft to you, along with written comments, on 3 March during class. I 
will return your preliminary draft during a meeting with you the same week. At that time we will 
discuss your plans for revision. 
 
Because of the short time between submission of preliminary drafts and the due date for the final 
version of your research paper, late preliminary drafts will not be accepted. Absent a documented 
emergency, any student who does not submit a preliminary draft on time will forfeit 10% of their 
course grade and the opportunity for comments prior to the final paper.   
 
Tentative Schedule (I may make changes in the schedule below. It is your responsibility to be aware 
of any such changes.) 

Date Topic and Reading 
Reading should be completed by the BEGINNING of the class for which it is assigned. 
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Students should bring texts to class. Recommended readings are intended to provide a 
resource for students interested in particular topics. 
 

1/7 Contentious Politics, Social Movements, and Social Change 
Erica Chenowith on Nonviolent Civil Resistance  (We will watch in class) 
Tarrow, Introduction, Chapter 1 
 

1/9 Transforming Contention I 
Video: Frontline: Revolution in Cairo (We will watch in class) 
Tarrow, Chapter 2 
Milkman, Ruth. 2017. A New Political Generation: Millennials and the Post-2008 Wave of 

Protest. American Sociological Review 82(1): 1-31. 
 
Recommended: 
Bennett, W. Lance. 2012. The Personalization of Politics: Political Identity, Social Media, 

and Changing Patterns of Participation. ANNALS of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Sciences 644(1): 20-39. 

Bennett, W. Lance, Christian Breunig, and Terri Givens. 2008. Communication and Political 
Mobilization: Digital Media and the Organization of Anti-Iraq War Demonstrations in 
the U.S. Political Communication 25(3): 269–289. 

Gladwell, Malcolm. 2010. Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted.  The 
New Yorker. Available at: 
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/04/101004fa_fact_gladwell 

Wood, Lesley J. 2015. Idle No More, Facebook and Diffusion. Social Movement Studies 
14(5): 615-621. 

 

1/14 Transforming Contention II 
Tarrow, Chapters 3-4 
Schradie, Jen. 2018. Moral Monday Is More Than a Hashtag: The Strong Ties of Social 

Movement Emergence in the Digital Era. Social Media + Society: 1-13. Available at: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2056305117750719  

 
Recommended: 
Bennett, W. Lance and Alexandra Segerberg. 2011. Digital Media and the Personalization 

of Collective Action. Information, Communication & Society 14(6): 770-799. 
Harris, Kevan. 2012. The Brokered Exuberance of the Middle Class: An Ethnographic 

Analysis of Iran’s 2009 Green Movement. Mobilization: An International Journal 17(4): 
435-455. 

Suh, Chan S., Ion Bogdan Vasi, and Paul Y. Chang. How  
Social Media Matter: Repression and the Diffusion of the Occupy Wall Street 
Movement. Social Science Research 65: 282-293.  

Von Bulow, Marisa, Luiz Vilaca, and Pedro Henrique Abelin. Varieties of Digital Activist 
Practices: Students and Mobilization in Chile. Information, Communication & Society 
22(12): 1770-1788. Available at: DOI: 10.1080/1369118X.2018.1451550  

1/16 Contentious Action: The Repertoire 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRlU34w
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/revolution-in-cairo/
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2010/10/04/101004fa_fact_gladwell
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2056305117750719
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369118X.2018.1451550
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Tarrow, Chapter 5 
Soule, Sarah A. 1997. The Student Divestment Movement in the United States and Tactical 

Diffusion: The Shantytown Protest. Social Forces 75(3): 855-882. 
 
Recommended: 
Chabot, Sean. 2004. Framing, Transnational Diffusion and African American Intellectuals in 

the Land of Gandhi. International Review of Social History 49(S12): 19-40. 
Oselin, Sharon S. and Catherine Corrigall-Brown. 2010. A Battle for Authenticity: An 

Examination of the Constraints on Anti-Iraq War and Pro-Invasion Tactics. Mobilization: 
An International Journal 15(4): 511-533.  

Vasi, Ion Bodgan and Chan S. Suh. 2016. Online Activities, Spatial Proximity, and the 
Diffusion of the Occupy Wall Street Movement in the United States. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 21(2): 139-154. 

 

1/21 The Organization of Contention 
Tarrow, Chapter 6 
Speer, Paul W. and Hahrie Han. 2018. Re-Engaging Social Relationships and Collective 

Dimensions of Organizing to Revive Democratic Practice. Journal of Social and Political 
Psychology 6(2): 745-758. https://jspp.psychopen.eu/article/view/929 

 
Recommended: 
Von Bulow, Marisa. 2018. The Survival of Leaders and Organizations in the Digital Age: 

Lessons from the Chilean Student Movement. Mobilization: An International Journal 
23(1): 45-64.** 

Bartley, Tim. 2007. How Foundations Shape Social Movements: The Construction of an 
Organizational Field and the Rise of Forest Certification. Social Problems 54(3): 229-
255. 

Boekkooi, Marije, Bert Klandermans, and Jacquelien von Stekelenburg. 2011. Quarrelling 
and Protesting: How Organizers Shape a Demonstration. Mobilization: An International 
Journal 16(2): 221-239. 

Clemens, Elisabeth. 1993. Organizational Repertoires and Institutional Change: Women’s 
Groups and the Transformation of U.S. Politics, 1890-1920. American Journal of 
Sociology 98(4): 755-798. 

Ganz, Marshall. 2000. Resources and Resourcefulness: Strategic Capacity in the 
Unionization of California Agriculture, 1959-1966. American Journal of Sociology 
105(4): 1003-1062. 

Han, Hahrie. 2016. The Organizational Roots of Political Activism: Field Experiments on 
Creating a Relational Context. American Political Science Review 110(2): 296-307. 

Staggenborg, Suzanne. 1989. Stability and Innovation in the Women’s Movement: A 
Comparison of Two Movement Organizations. Social Problems 36(1): 75-92. 

  

1/22 Case Description Due 2 PM (in AH 415) 
 

1/23 Movement Cultures 
Tarrow, Chapter 7 

https://jspp.psychopen.eu/article/view/929
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Taylor, Malaena J. and Mary Bernstein. 2019. Denial, Deflection, and Distraction: 
Neutralizing Charges of Racism by the Tea Party Movement. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 24(2): 137-156.  

 
Recommended: 
Rohlinger, Deana A. and Leslie A. Bunnage. 2018. Collective Identity in the Digital Age: Thin 

and Thick Identities in Moveon.org and the Tea Party Movement. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 23(2): 133-157.** 

Aslanidis, Paris. 2018. Populism as Collective Action Master Frame for Transnational 
Mobilization. Sociological Forum 33(2): 443-464. 

Aslanidis, Paris. 2016. Populist Social Movements of the Great Recession. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 21(3): 301-321. 

Coy, Patrick G., Lynn M. Woehrle, and Gregory M. Manley. 2008. Discursive Legacies: the 
US Peace Movement and “Support the Troops.” Social Problems 55(2): 161-189. 

Foerster, Amy. 2004. Race, Identity, and Belonging: “Blackness” and the Struggle for 
Solidarity in a Multiethnic Labor Union. Social Problems 51(3): 386-409. 

Futrell, Robert and Pete Simi. 2004. Free Spaces, Collective Identity, and the Persistence of 
U.S. White Power Activism. Social Problems 51(1): 16-42.   

Goodwin, Jeff. 2007. “The Struggle Made Me a Non-Racialist”: Why There Was So Little 
Terrorism in the Antiapartheid Struggle. Mobilization: An International Journal 12(2): 
193-203. 

Hurwitz, Heather McKee. 2019. Gender and Race in the Occupy Movement: Relational 
Leadership and Discriminatory Resistance. Mobilization: An International Journal 
24(3): 157-176. 

Schurman, Rachel and William Munro. 2006. Ideas, Thinkers, and Social Networks: The 
Process of Grievance Construction in the Anti-genetic Engineering Movement. Theory 
and Society 35: 1-38. 

 

1/28  Political Opportunities and Threats 
Tarrow, Chapters 8,10 
Boutcher, Steven J. Craig Jenkins, and Nella Van Dyke. 2017. Strain, Ethnic Competition, 

and Power Devaluation: White Supremacist Protest in the U.S., 1948-1997. Social 
Movement Studies 16(6): 686-703. 

 
Recommended: 
Alimi, Eitan Y. 2009. Mobilizing Under the Gun: Theorizing Political Opportunity Structure 

in a Highly Repressive Setting. Mobilization: An International Journal 14(2): 219-237. 
Alimi, Eitan Y. 2007. The Dialectic of Opportunities and Threats and Temporality of 

Contention: Evidence from the Occupied Territories. International Political Science 
Review 28(1): 101-123. 

Almeida, Paul and Nella Van Dyke. 2014. Social Movement Partyism and The Tea Party’s 
Rapid Mobilization. In Nella Van Dyke and David S. Meyer, Understanding the Tea Party 
Movement. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Company. Pp55-71. 

Brockett, Charles D. 1991. The Structure of Political Opportunities and Peasant 
Mobilization in Central America. Comparative Politics 23(3): 253-274. 

Kousis, Maria. 2004. Economic Opportunities and Threats in Contentious Environmental 
Politics: A View from the European South. Theory and Society 33(3-4): 393-415. 
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Kurzman, Charles. 1996. Structural and Perceived Opportunity in Social Movement-
Theory: The Iranian Revolution of 1979. American Sociological Review 61(1): 153-170. 

 

1/30 Movement Outcomes and Social Change  

Tarrow, Chapter 11 
Schifeling and Andrew J. Hoffman. 2019. Bill McKibben’s Influence on U.S. Climate Change 

Discourse: Shifting Field-Level Debates Through Radical Flank Effects. Organization & 
Environment 32(3): 213-233. 

 
Recommended: 
Gaby, Sarah and Neal Caren. 2016. The Rise of Inequality: How Social Movements Shape 

Discursive Fields. Mobilization: An International Journal 21(4): 413-429.** 
Bartley, Tim and Curtis Child. 2014. Shaming the Corporation: The Social Production of 

Targets and the Anti-Sweatshop Movement. American Sociological Review 79(4):653-
679. 

Chenowith, Erica. 2008. Why Civil Resistance Works. International Security 33(1): 7-44. 
Dixon, Marc, Andrew W. Martin, and Michael Nau. 2016. Social Protest and Corporate 

Change: Brand Visibility, Third-Party Influence, and the Responsiveness of 
Corporations to Activist Campaigns. Mobilization: An International Journal 21(1): 65-
82. 

Fassiotto, Magali and Sarah A. Soule. Loud and Clear: The Effect of Protest Signals on 
Congressional Attention. Mobilization: An International Journal 22(1): 17-38. 

Fisher, Dana R. and Paul-Brian McInerney. 2012. The Limits of Networks in Social 
Movement Retention: On Canvassers and Their Careers. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 17(2): 109-128.  

McAdam, Doug. 1986. Recruitment to High-Risk Activism: The Case of Freedom 
Summer. American Journal of Sociology 92(1): 64-90. 

McVeigh, Rory, David Cunningham, and Justin Farrell. 2014. Political Polarization as a 
Social Movement Outcome: 1960s Klan Activism and Its Enduring Impact on Political 
Realignment in Southern Counties, 1960-2000. American Sociological Review 
79(6):1144-1171. 

Olzak, Susan and Emily Ryo. 2007. Organizational Diversity, Vitality and Outcomes in the 
Civil Rights Movement. Social Forces 85(4): 1561-1591. 

 

2/4 Transnational Activism 
Tarrow, Chapter 12 
Armbruster-Sandoval, Ralph. 2005. Workers of the World Unite? The Contemporary Anti-

Sweatshop Movement and the Struggle for Social Justice in the Americas. Work and 
Occupations 32(4): 464-485.  

 
Recommended:  
Claeys Priscilla and Deborah Delgado Pugley. 2017. Peasant and Indigenous Transnational 

Social Movements Engaging with Climate Justice. Canadian Journal of Development 
Studies 38(3): 325-340. 
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Dellacioppa, Kara Zugman. 2011. The Bridge Called Zapatismo: Transcultural and 
Transnational Activist Networks in Los Angeles and Beyond. Latin American 
Perspectives 38(1): 120-137. 

Delpech, Quentin. 2015. Concealed Repressions: Labor Organizing Campaigns and 
Antiunion Practices in the Apparel Industry of Guatemala. Mobilization: An 
International Journal 20(3): 325-344. 

Knight, Graham and Don Wells. 2007. Bringing the Local Back In: Trajectory of Contention 
and the Union Struggle at Kukdong/Mexmode. Social Movement Studies 6(1): 83-103. 

Shawki, Noha. 2011. Organizational Structure and Strength and Transnational Campaign 
Outcomes: A Comparison of Two Transnational Advocacy Networks. Global Networks 
11(1): 97-117. 

Weldon, S. Laurel. 2006. Inclusion, Solidarity and Social Movements: The Global 
Movement against Gender Violence. Perspectives on Politics 4(1): 55-74. 

Wells, Don and Graham Knight. 2007. Bringing the Local Back In: Trajectory of Contention 
of the Union Struggle at Kukdong/Mexmode. Social Movement Studies 6(1): 83-103. 

Wood, Lesley J. 2004. Breaking the Bank & Taking to the Streets: How Protesters Target 
Neoliberalism. Journal of World Systems Research X(1): 68-89. 

 

 
2/6 

Contention in Multiple Dimensions 
Tarrow, Conclusion 
Simpson, Leanne Betasamosake. 2017. As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom 

Through Radical Resistance. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. (chapter 12, 
Constellations of Coresistance, pp 211-231. 

 

2/11 Courts, Lawyers, and Social Change 
Meyer, David S. and Steven A. Boutcher. 2007. Signals and Spillover: Brown v. Board of 

Education and Other Social Movements. Perspectives on Politics 5(1): 81-93. 
Ashar, Sameer M. 2017. Movement Lawyers in the Fight for Immigrant Rights. UCLA Law 

Review 64(6): 1464-1507. 
 
Recommended: 
Balkin, Jack M.  2005.  How Social Movements Change (Or Fail to Change) the Constitution: 

The Case of the New Departure. Faculty Scholarship Series. Paper 235.  
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/fss_papers  (1-1-2005). 

Gordon, Jennifer. 2016. Law, Lawyers, and Labor: The United Farm Workers’ Legal Strategy 
in the 1960s and 1970s and the Role of Law in Union Organizing. University of 
Pennsylvania Journal of Labor and Employment Law 8(1): 1-72. 

Rosenberg, Gerald. 2016. The Broken-Hearted Lover: Erwin Chemerinsky’s Romantic 
Longings for a Mythical Court. Vanderbilt Law Review 69(4): 1075-1113. 
https://www.vanderbiltlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2016/05/The-
Broken-Hearted-Lover-Erwin-Chemerinsky’s-Romantic-Longings-for-a-Mythical-
Court.pdf 

Waterstone, Michael. 2015. Backlash, Courts, and Disability Rights. Boston University Law 
Review 95: 833-849. 

 

http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/fss_papers
https://www.vanderbiltlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2016/05/The-Broken-Hearted-Lover-Erwin-Chemerinsky's-Romantic-Longings-for-a-Mythical-Court.pdf
https://www.vanderbiltlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2016/05/The-Broken-Hearted-Lover-Erwin-Chemerinsky's-Romantic-Longings-for-a-Mythical-Court.pdf
https://www.vanderbiltlawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2016/05/The-Broken-Hearted-Lover-Erwin-Chemerinsky's-Romantic-Longings-for-a-Mythical-Court.pdf
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2/13 Making a Dreamer 
Nicholls, Introduction, Chs 1-2 
 
Recommended: 
Burciaga, Edelina M. and Lisa M. Martinez. How Do Political Contexts Shape 

Undocumented Youth Movements? Evidence from Three Immigrant Destinations. 
Mobilization: An International Journal 22(4): 451-471. 

 

2/18 Expanding a Collective Identity 
Nicholls, Chs 3-5 
 
Recommended: 
Milkman, Ruth. 2014. Millennial Movements: Occupy Wall Street and the Dreamers. 

Dissent (Summer): 55-59. 
 

2/20 Transforming a Narrative 
Nicholls, Ch 6, Conclusion 
 
Recommended: 
de la Torre III, Pedro and Roy Germano. 2014. Out of the Shadows: DREAMer Identity in 

the Immigrant Youth Movement. Latino Studies 12: 449-467. 
Nicholls, Walter J. and Tara Fiorito. 2015. Dreamers Unbound: Immigrant Youth 

Mobilizing. New Labor Forum 24(1): 86-92. 
Nicholls, Walter J., Justus Uitermark, and Sander van Haperen. 2016. The Networked 

Grassroots. How Radicals Outflanked Reformers in the United States’ Immigrant Rights 
Movement. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 42(6): 1036-1054. 

2/25 Explaining Mobilization I 
Munson, Ch 1-3 
Film: Union Maids (We will watch in class) 
 
Recommended: 
Van Dyke, Nella. 2013. Activist Human Capital: Skills Acquisition and the Development of 

Commitment to Social Movement Activism. Mobilization: An International Journal 
18(2): 197-212 

 

2/26 Research Paper Drafts Due 2 PM (in AH 415)  

2/27 Explaining Mobilization II 
Munson, Ch 4 
 

3/3 Peer Review Meetings (reviews due at 2 PM in class) 
Paper Consultations by Appointment 
 

3/4 Paper Consultations by Appointment 
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3/5 Paper Consultations by Appointment (no class) 
 

3/6 Paper Consultations by Appointment 
 

3/10 Movement Structures 
Munson, Chs 5-6 
 

3/11 Research Papers Due 2 PM (in AH 415) 
  

3/12 Ideas, Social Structure, and Social Movements 
Munson, Chs 7-8 
Han, Hahrie and Carina Barnett-Loro. 2018. To Support a Stronger Climate Movement, 
Focus Research on Building Collective Power. Frontiers in Communication 3(55): 1-5. 
Available at: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcomm.2018.00055/full  
 

3/16 
8-10 
AM 

Final Examination 

  
 
Instructor's Policies    
Make-up Exams: Students are expected to take the final examination at the scheduled times. If you 
know now that you cannot take the exam at the scheduled time, you should not enroll in this class.  
  
Accommodations: Please let me know if you require any accommodations regarding class sessions or 
examinations. I will work with the Disability Access Center, https://disability.wwu.edu, to provide 
appropriate accommodations.  
 
Western also has a policy to ensure religious accommodations. You may find the relevant 
information here: https://syllabi.wwu.edu.  
  
Academic Honesty: The core requirement of academic honesty is that we do not take credit for 
others’ work. When we draw on the work of others (through direct quotation, the use of ideas 
developed by other authors, or by making factual claims), we must acknowledge original sources. 
There are various methods for citing sources. We will use American Political Science Association style 
as noted above. You may find information about academic dishonesty at 
http://libguides.wwu.edu/plagiarism. You may find more general discussion of academic integrity at: 
http://www.wwu.edu/integrity/. I am happy to discuss any of these issues with you. 

 
Student Learning Objectives 
Of late, Western (along with many other universities) has taken great interest in the practice of 
assessment. One of the consequences of this interest is a requirement that faculty list student 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcomm.2018.00055/full
https://disability.wwu.edu/
https://syllabi.wwu.edu/
http://libguides.wwu.edu/plagiarism
http://www.wwu.edu/integrity/
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learning objectives on their syllabi. Please do not let the following limit what you take from your 
work in this class. 
 
1. Develop substantive knowledge in the disciplines of political science and sociology related to 

contentious politics and social movements. 
2. Practice analytical skills in interpreting data. 
3. Demonstrate writing competence.  
4. Engage in independent research. The empirical propositions and research paper will afford you 

the opportunity to develop and practice a set of skills central to the practice of social science 
research. 

5. Demonstrate critical, independent thinking about politics and public life as related to 
institutional and extra-institutional politics. 
 


